The Family of Louis Stockton deMartelly

The name, deMartelly, dates back at least to 1493 when family members “returned” from Italy to join King Francois I in the war against Italy.  At that time the Italian spelling, “deMartelli”, was used for the lack of a y in their alphabet.  The name probably dates back much earlier.  No doubt, it originated with Charles MARTEL as the nickname to use as his missing family name.  Charlemagne, his grandson conquered northern Italy, and may have sent one of his sons there to govern the area. 

Our immediate family consists of my wife, Joyce whom I met in college, and six daughters, Cathy (d2003), Louise, Margaret, Genevieve, Elizabeth and Victoria.  We live in Aurora, Illinois.  We have nine grandchildren.  Joyce is an executive, and I am a writer after retiring from the computer industry.  Our other interests are sailing on Lake Michigan, sports cars, jazz music and old books in that order.

I have been sailing for about 15 years as of this[image: image1.jpg]


 writing.  Most of that time I have been a crew member on Jeanine III, a J125 which we race actively on Lake Michigan.  The 125 is a relatively quick boat and we win our share of races (Boat of the Year 2000). Joyce has developed an interest in the sport and sometimes crews with us.  Pictured are Jack our skipper (seated), Mitch, Archie, Brett, his wife Jaquie, that's me standing over the brag flag, and Larry.

After a short stint as an engineer, I spent most of my working career, working for such firms as Honeywell, Advanced Systems, Wang, IBM (as a VAR) and my own company which developed sales forecasting applications.  Joyce, a graduate of Illinois Wesleyan Univ., is an executive in the after school day care business.  She has spent most of her career as Executive Director of People for Child Care.

My father was an architect in his fathers firm where they designed period churches.  Dad left to marry my mother, Margaret M. deMartelly and move from Kansas City to Wayne, Illinois where he ran the fox hunt, Wayne DuPage Hounds.  Both were expert riders and horse show judges.  Mother ran the Dunham Woods Riding Club.  My mother was a journalist, and covered fox hunting events for the Middleburg Chronicle.  She is also known for her book on equitation, “Cross Country Horses”.

There are two other deMartelly males in the United States, Michael in New Hampshire, and Edward in Tennessee.  So far no males in this generation.  I am the only son of Louis Sr, who is the oldest son of Louis G. G. “the Count”.  Dad never used the title, nor do I much.  Since it has to go to the first son of a first son, and so on, I guess it dies with me.

Our arms are those from Jean deMartelly who served here in North Americ[image: image2.jpg]. .




a from around 1689 to 1697.  He came there as a marine and served under Count Frontenac until he was wounded by the British.  He returned to France where he served as Royal Notary at Toulon.  The family stayed there until 1795 when we fled to England just ahead of the guillotine.

Grandfather deMartelly immigrated the United States around 1880, and married Catherine Stockton  of the family of Richard Stockton, signer of the Declaration of Independence.  Dad's middle name is after his mother, and I have it also.

