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Discussion Guide

Charles Martel is one of the most influential figures in history. Sometimes called “Charles the Hammer”, he is most remembered for his victory over the Arab invaders at Tours in 732ad.  The facts of his life read more like fantasy fiction, Illegitimate birth, arrested for the murder of his half brother, escaped to lead an army, deposed his father's widow and assumed the title of Mayor, raised a larger army and turned back a major Arab invasion of France at the Battle of Tours, grand father of Charlemagne, and oh yes, he had an enchanted lance!

We chose to build a novel around the surviving facts of his life and time rather than try to do another history book on the basis of the scant detail available.  Noticing a rough similarity to the King Arthur epic, we sought out our own Druid in the person of Orsin – a two hundred year old trickster who wants the lance's power.  We added a character based on a “pre-incarnation” of a WWII general (himself a believer in reincarnation) who has a connection to the lance in our own time.

About the Author

Lou Graduated from Aurora University with a BA in social science.  He completed his graduate study at Northern Illinois University specializing in statistics and artificial intelligence.  He is a founder of the Kane County Historical Society.  He lives with his wife Joyce and the youngest of their six daughters.  He spent most of his career in the computer industry.  Much of his writing has been technical manuals and training programs.  This is his first novel.

Synopsis of Book

The book begins just after WWII with one side of a phone conversation with the General, pleading to have the order to return all captured artifacts rescinded (which includes the lance of destiny now in his possession).  In the process he attempts to explain the mystical importance of the lance.

The story flashes back to a dramatization of the exhumation of Martel and the curse put on him by a group of French bishops.  The event is real according to the historian Richard Gibbon (Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire 1776).  It takes on an eerie character with a deus of hooded monks in a stormy church yard.

Next we see the young Charles and some of the characters and their setting.  The story begins in earnest at the death of Pepin II, Mayor of the Palace of Austrasia.  His son having been murdered, the job should fall to Charles, Pepin's son by his Pagan wife Alpaida.  His Christian widow then arrests Charles for the murder and takes over as Mayor herself.

Things fall apart, and Charles escapes raises an army, settles a war that has broken out and deposes the widow.  He his helped by a Roman, Longinus, bearer of the Lance.  Longinus transfers the lance to Charles, and he is immediately converted to the Christian faith by its power.  He soon meets Orsin, the Druid who claims the lance as the “Spear of Odin.”  Orsin will do almost anything to have the lance for himself.

Charles has other problems. Odo, the Duke of Aquitaine, has used the confusion to free his province from Austrasian control.  Charles must deal with this.  Odo and Chipleric, King of Neustria, plot against Charles, but he forces the surrender of the troublesome king.  Odo has his own problems in the form of Arab raids from Spain.  Though he manages to defeat them at Toulouse, they will soon become Charles' problem.

Orsin hatches a plot to replace the spear with a copy, but his agent is caught by Longinus and Praetor, who believes he is a reincarnate and has fought in every major battle in history.  Praetor is troubled by a memory from an earlier life of piercing a dead man on a tree.  He is tracking the lance.

Charles seizes church lands to fund a large enough army to face  the Arabs when they return as they are sure to do.  This angers Rome, but the Pope has problems with the Lombards and needs Charles' help.  Charles meets the Arab Ab dal Rahmin somewhere between Tours and Poitiers.  Rahmin is slain on the sixth day of the battle.  On the next morning, the Arabs are gone.  

Charles lives another nine years, policing and sometimes burning towns that harbor Arabs.  On his death his two sons, Pepin III and Carloman take over.  Shortly after, Pepin has a son which he names Charles after his father.  This Charles, of course inherits the appellation, “the Great” which in French is “Charlemagne”.

The book ends, after a brief vignette of a group exploring the dark side of the lance, with a return to the General on the Phone.  He finally accepts the return of the lance and the fate that goes with its loss.

Almost all of the above is true to history with the exception of Longinus, Praetor and Orsin.  Settings and dialogue are fictionalized.

Discussion Topics:
1) History: 

a) Does the story give an accurate picture of the Dark Age period?

b) Which of the two major battles, Toulouse and Tours was more significant in dissuading the Arabs from further attempts to convert the north?

c) In what way do the battles of Toulouse and Tours affect us today?

d) How did the mayors balance Christianity against paganism?

e) Is there a historical thread in other fiction of the period?

2) Literature:

a) How does Martel's life compare to that of King Arthur and how is it different?

b) Is it possible that Martel's deeds could have been incorporated into the King Arthur legend during the oral stage?

c) Did the author do justice to the import of the story?

3) Religion:

a) What role did religion play in the events depicted in the story?

b) Did you feel that the story treated religion fairly?

c) Did it strengthen your own beliefs or weaken them?

4) Characters: 

Pick a character and give your opinion 
about how it fits the story and the period.

a) Martel (historical) Mayor of the Palace

b) Praetor, the reincarnate warrior

c) Orsin, the Druid sage

d) Longinus, the Current Guardian of the Lance

e) The General, a modern reincarnate owner of the lance

f) Wolford, warrior and long time friend of Charles

g) (other) ________________________________

Note: 

This study guide is protected by copyright.  Permission to reproduce it for purpose of discussion or review of the book, Charles Martel and the Lance of Destiny  is hereby granted.  It may be downloaded  from  http://demartelly.com/discussionguide. (This statement must apear on all copies.)  

Email lou@demartelly.com with questions or comments. 
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